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22.  Kheifets also made regular trips to Los Angeles, where he was filmed by the FBI receiving packages from suspected spies.  In October 1943, Kheifets forwarded details received from Needle on an improved version of the P-38 fighter then being built at Lockheed’s Burbank plant.  Another agent, Nick,  an employee of a firm that made aircraft parts, passed information he got from Needle to Kheifets in prearranged meetings on the streets of Los Angeles.  Benson, Venona Historical Monographs #4 and #5. 


23.  FBI agents noted that Folkoff often passed a manila envelope to Kheifets at their meetings.  That winter, shortly before leaving on a trip to southern California to check on his espionage network there, Kharon telegraphed word to Moscow that Folkoff was requesting $500 and had recruited a Standard Oil engineer as a spy.  Butcher likewise notified Fitin in early 1944 that he had recruited a chemist at Shell Development and had also identified “some interesting targets in the aviation plants” of Los Angeles.  San Francisco to Moscow, Feb. 8, 1944, and Jan. 14, 1944, Venona decrypts.  


24.  Strong had long been an apologist for the Soviet system, as the author of such political tracts as The Soviets Expected It and The Romance of Collective Farming.  With the help of Louise Bransten and other “friends of the American Russian Institute,” wrote Strong, she passed at least one shipment of material to the Russians via the Lend-Lease connection at Gore Field, Montana.  FBI agents who searched her personal luggage on that occasion found only “books, a blood pressure gauge, ...paintbrushes,” and other such innocuous items, noted Strong’s biographers.  Untouched by the FBI were the ubiquitous sealed black suitcases which had been packed “under the supervision of the Russian consulate,” and hence enjoyed the same immunity as a diplomatic pouch.   Strong accompanied the shipment on its way to Moscow, citing the location and dateline--”June 13, 1944, Airport in Montana”--in the preface of her book, Peoples of the U.S.S.R.  After falling into disfavor with the Russians, Strong moved to China, where she became a defender of Mao.  Tracy Strong and Helene Keyssar, Right in Her Soul: The Life of Anna Louise Strong (Random House, 1983), 206-208; Haynes and Klehr, 367; Phil Schiedermayer, Jan. 14, 1998, personal communication. 


25.  San Francisco to Moscow, Nov. 1, 1943, Venona decrypts.  After Miller was fired from his post office job in February 1944, he found a job with the Office of War Information in the city.  Fired again, he got another job doing translation for the American-Russian Institute and the Soviet consulate.  Following a brief stint as a shoe salesman in San Francisco, Miller finally returned to Russia in October 1946.  The FBI recorded six meetings between Miller and Kheifets in 1943-44.  San Francisco field reports, Feb. 25, 1944, May 31, 1944, and April 22, 1947, COMRAP file, FBI; Haynes and Klehr, 358. 


26.  San Francisco to Moscow, Nov. 1, 1943, Venona decrypts.  Corday, of course, was Marat’s assassin in the French Revolution; she was guillotined for the murder.  San Francisco to Moscow, June 22, 1944, Venona decrypts.  


27.  The previous day, Pieper had put Chevalier back on the FBI’s watch list. Pieper to Hoover, Dec. 17, 1943, section 1, Chevalier file, FBI.  Agents also trailed Chevalier to parties with New York’s literati, dance lessons at Arthur Murray, and visits to his psychiatrist.  Haakon tried–-unsuccessfully--to get a job at Time magazine through former Communist Whittaker Chambers, who reported the contact to the FBI.  “Haakon Chevalier,” n.d., section 30, COMRAP file, FBI.


28.  Earlier, the mail cover on Chevalier had intercepted his cri de couer to Oppie: "Are you still in this world?  Yes, I know you are, but I am less sure about myself.  I am in deep trouble.  All my foundations seem to have been knocked out from under me, and I am alone dangling in space, with no ties, no hope, no future, only a past--such as it is."  Chevalier to Oppenheimer, n.d., and Dec. 3, 1943, Chevalier folder, JRO.


29.  “Haakon Chevalier,” n.d., section 30, COMRAP file, FBI.


30.  Chevalier returned to Bransten’s apartment on Christmas eve, where he spent the night.   Summary report, April 22, 1947, 37-38, COMRAP file, FBI.  


31.  Summary report, Dec. 15, 1944, 222-24, COMRAP file, FBI.  Chevalier was also counting on the assistance of journalist and publisher Joseph Barnes, the head of OWI’s New York office.  According to Chevalier’s subsequent account, Barnes checked with the FBI on the status of his application and reported back that “[s]omeone obviously has it in for you.”  Barnes’ role in the affair is ambiguous.  A fall 1944 NKVD message from New York to Moscow advised that “the signing up of Barnes is obviously not only inadvisable but unrealizable; however, it is desirable to use him without signing him up.”  The message does not explain why it was “inadvisable” to recruit Barnes.  In later testimony, Whittaker Chambers identified Barnes as a Communist and a possible agent, but subsequently admitted that his evidence was hear-say.  Chevalier (1965), 58; Haynes and Klehr, 241; Romerstein and Breindel, 433.


32.  The following day, Bransten and Chevalier went to Washington, D.C., where they met with Silvermaster.  Summary report, April 22, 1947, 37-38, COMRAP file, FBI.  In November 1945, the FBI observed Bransten meeting with Pavel Mikhailov, Moliere at the New York consulate.  Bransten carried a letter of introduction from Mikhail Vavilov, San Francisco’s vice-consul.  She was also later seen transferring a large black briefcase to Mikhailov’s car.  The FBI surmised that Map had graduated from talent-spotter to courier.  The FBI ultimately concluded that the Soviets valued Bransten most for her financial contributions to their cause.  Summary report, March 6, 1946, CINRAD file, FBI. 

